
Get Ready to File the FAFSA 
2025-26 Free Application for Federal Student Aid 



Amy Sloan

Higher Education Access Partner

PA Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA)

Amy.sloan@pheaa.org

Your Presenter
2

mailto:Wendy.Dunlap@pheaa.org


Financial 
Aid 101

How to Apply for Financial Aid
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How to Begin to Apply
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The FAFSA is a federal form used to 

determine student eligibility for the 

following:

• Federal programs

• State programs

• School programs



What happens after I file the FAFSA?

Student 
completes 
the FAFSA

Schools 
receive 

FAFSA and 
calculate 

financial aid

Schools 
send 

Financial Aid 
Notifications 
to student



Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA)

• The FAFSA is the primary 

federal form for financial 

assistance to attend 

postsecondary school.

• While filing the FAFSA online 

is preferred at 

StudentAid.gov, a printable 

PDF version will also be 

available at StudentAid.gov. 

• The FAFSA is available online 

in English and Spanish.

• www.studentaid.gov/fafsa

Start or Edit a 2024-25 Form

2025-26 FAFSA Form

http://www.studentaid.gov/fafsa


Availability 
of the 
FAFSA

• The availability was delayed for the 2025-
26 FAFSA  

• FAFSA will be available by December 1st .

• Next year, October 1, 2025
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Deadlines Are Crucial
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• Make sure you know the priority 

FAFSA filing deadlines for the schools 

you are researching.

• File your FAFSA prior to the earliest deadline of 

your school possibilities.

• Students do not have to be accepted for 

admission to list any schools on the FAFSA.



PA State Grant Deadlines
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• May 1 – If you plan to enroll in a degree program 

or a college transferable program at a junior college 

or other college or university (excludes community 

colleges)

• August 1 – If you plan to enroll in a community 

college; a business, trade, or technical school; a 

hospital school of nursing; or a 2-year program that 

is not transferable to another institution



2025-2026 FAFSA Prep
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Information Needed for FAFSA

Social Security Numbers 2023 Federal Tax Returns 
and W-2’s

Current bank 
statements and 
records of other 

investment accounts 
(as of the FAFSA filing 

date including farm 
value and value of 

small business)

Current Records of any stocks, 
bonds and other investments, 

including 529 for student for whom 
the FAFSA is being completed

Email Addresses (Not high 
school email address)

Student & Contributor(s) 

StudentAid.gov Accounts

Total child support from the most 

recently complete calendar year



FAFSA and the IRS
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Who Fills Out FAFSA?
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Who is a Contributor?

A contributor is anyone who is asked to provide information on an 

applicant’s FAFSA.

A contributor would be: 

- Student

- Student spouse (if applicable)

- A biological or adoptive parent; or

- The spouse of the remarried parent who is on the FAFSA -

stepparent



Independent vs. Dependent

• If you’re a dependent student, you will need a parent(s) to contribute 

information.

• If you’re an independent student and married, your spouse will need to 

contribute information.



Student Personal Circumstances



For Dependent Students, Who 

Reports Info on the 2025-26 FAFSA?
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YES

• Married parents living together

• Biological parents living together

• Divorced or separated parents:

- The parent that provided the most 

financial support to student over 

the past 12 months

- If equal, then student would invite 

the parent with the higher income 

and assets 

• Stepparent – If part of the 

student’s household

• Adoptive parents

NO

• Foster Parents

• Legal Guardians

– By court order

• Anyone else the student 

is living with



Parent Contributors
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Dependent Students- Who Reports Info on the 2025-26 FAFSA®?

On the FAFSA®, the legal parent is the student’s:

• Biological or adoptive parent 
- Regardless of gender

- Or as determined by state (listed on birth certificate)

• Dependent students can use the new Who’s my 
FAFSA Parent? wizard to determine which parent(s) 
will be a required contributor on the FAFSA.

• Scan QR code or visit website listed below to access 
the Parent Wizard

https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents

https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents


Create Your StudentAid.gov Account
19

• The student applying for aid and all 

contributors providing information on 

the FAFSA need to create a 

StudentAid.gov Account at 

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-

account. 

• Create at least 4 days prior to 

completing the FAFSA.

• Legal signature for student and 

contributors.

• Users without an SSN will be able to 

acquire a StudentAid.gov Account.

Social Security 
Number

Username

Email Address

Password

Mobile Phone

Security Questions

Enable Two-Step 
Verification

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account


When Does Each Parent 
Within the Household 
Need a Studentaid.gov 
Account?

• If parents or parent/step-parent 
filed separate 2023 federal tax 
returns.

• If neither parent filed a 2023 
federal tax return. 

• If one parent filed a 2023 federal 
tax return but the other did not. 



Financial 
Aid 101

How do I begin the FAFSA



FAFSA Sections

Student Section

• Personal circumstances

• Demographics

• Financials

• Colleges

• Signature

Parent Section

• Demographics

• Financials

• Signature

Student and Parent(s) must log in separately 

with their StudentAid.gov Account to complete 

their respective sections.



Student Section 

• Recommended that the student 

completes this section first to save time 

and prevent errors.

• Questions in this section determine 

dependency status and if anyone else, 

such as a parent(s) needs to contribute 

information on the FAFSA. 



Student logging in using StudentAid.gov 

Account

• Student will log in 

using their 

StudentAid.gov 

Account – username 

and password

• If the student does 

not have it, they 

would select “Create 

an Account”



Select New Form, Edit a Form, or Accept an Invitation
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Select Student
26



Series of 4 Videos
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FAFSA – Five Student Sections
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1.Personal Circumstances

2.Demographics

3.Financials

4.Colleges

5.Signature



FAFSA Online Help

i



Review Student Identity Information
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State of Legal Residence
31



32

Read this section and click 

“Approve”

Scroll all the way 

down the page 



After Providing Consent and Approval
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No Federal Tax Information Available
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Student Personal Circumstances
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Student Current Marital Status
36



Student College or Career School Plans
37



Personal Circumstances

• A series of questions are 

asked to determine if the 

student is independent or 

dependent.  

• If the student can say yes, 

to one of these questions, 

they are independent and 

will not provide parental 

information on the FAFSA. 



Homelessness 
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Unusual Circumstances
40





Student’s Parents
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Parent Contributor Invitation Process
43

• Depending on which or if both 

parents are determined to 

contribute their information, the 

student will need to invite them to 

complete their portion of the 

FAFSA.

• To do so, the student will need to 

enter the information shown on 

this slide:

First Name, Last Name, Date of 

Birth, Social Security Number, 

E-mail Address

• FSA will e-mail the parent(s).



Student Demographics
44



Student Demographic Information
45



Student Demographics Continued
46



Citizenship
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If you indicate eligible 

noncitizen, you need 

to provide your Alien 

Registration Number



Parent Education Status
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Parent Killed in Line of Duty
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Student High School Completion Status
50



Student High School Information
51



Confirm High School
52



Student Finances
53



54



55



56



Student Financials Section
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• The student is asked 

questions about their 

2023 tax return.

.



Student Financials - Asset Information
58

.



What Assets Need to be Reported on the 

FAFSA?
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• Cash

• Savings

• Stocks

• Bonds 

• CDs

• Bitcoin

• Value of other real estate

• 529 College Savings Plans

• Net worth of business or farm

Don’t report the following:

• IRA, Pension, 401k, 

403B

• Family home

• Value of 529 College 

Savings plans listing 

others as beneficiary

• Insurance Policies



Colleges and Career Schools
60



Colleges and Career Schools 
61



Colleges and Career Schools
62



Review Student Information
63



Click the box and 
click the blue 
“sign” box!
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Student section is complete
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Parent Contributors Invite
66

• Parent Contributors 

receive the e-mail 

FSA has sent 

inviting them to log 

into studentaid.gov to 

act as a contributor.

• The e-mail clearly 

advises the parent 

that they are not 

obligated to 

borrowing loans by 

contributing 

information to the 

FAFSA.



Parent Log in

Parent can log in from:

• Email invite

• Studentaid.gov

If the parent doesn’t have 

a StudentAid.gov Account 

created, they can select to 

create an account. 

However, they should 

create it 4 days in 

advance of completing this 

section. 



Parent Status Center – My Activity
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Parent Status Center - Continue
69



Series of 4 Videos
70



Parental Consent
71

• Once the parent(s) 

accept the invitation, 

they are asked to 

provide consent for 

their tax information 

to be retrieved from 

the IRS.

• Failure to consent will 

make the student 

ineligible for Federal 

Aid.



After Providing Consent and Approval
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Parent Demographics
73



Parent Demographics
74

• The Parent has 3 

sections to 

complete:

- Parent 

Demographics

- Parent 

Financials

- Signature



Parent State of Legal Residence
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Parent Finances
76



Federal Benefits Received 
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Parent Financials – Family Size
78



Family Size - Say “Yes” 
79



Number in College
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Parent Financials

49

The parent is asked 

questions about their 

2023 tax return. They 

enter a response in each 

entry field. 



Parent Financials
82



Other Parent Information – Spouse or 

Partner

83



Review Parent Section
84



Parent Signature
85

• Parent(s) are asked to sign and complete their section of the FAFSA



Confirmation Page When Parent Submits 

the FAFSA

86

Confirmation page will be 

emailed and is available if 

the student logs into 

StudentAid.gov  

Applicants should allow or enable pop-

ups from StudentAid.gov prior to 

completing the FAFSA, to ensure they 

are able to view all beneficial 

information. 

https://studentaid.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/


Apply for a PA State Grant
87

• Complete the FAFSA.  Next, an email will be 

sent to you requesting you set up a PHEAA 

account within our PA State Grant System. 

• An email to activate your account will come from 

PHEAA and will be sent to the email address 

you provided on the FAFSA.



PA State Grant Form (SGF) 

88

• Students able to complete SGF after PHEAA receives 

FAFSA information

- SGF cannot be completed prior to completing FAFSA

• A student account will need to be set up to complete SGF

- Email to activate an account will come from 

noreply@grantus.pheaa.org

- Student will invite parent to create an account if parental data is 

required to determine eligibility 

mailto:noreply@grantus.pheaa.org


Other Forms You 

May Need to Complete

89

✓ Check with your school

College 
Scholarship 

Service 
(CSS) 
Profile

College 
Specific 

Form



Financial Aid Notification
90

• Official notification from school about financial 

aid, terms and conditions

• Lists the type and amount of aid to be received 

• Describes what must be done to accept or 

reject any aid

• Discloses students' rights, responsibilities and 

academic requirements 



Special Circumstances
91

If things change….

• Divorced or 

separated parents

• Stepparents

• Adoptive parents

• Foster parents

• Legal guardians

• Living with others

• Recent death or 

disability

• Reduced income



Stay Up to Date with PHEAA
92

Sign up for more 

information on our 

programs and services!

Would you like to learn more 

about funding you or your 

student’s higher education 

dreams? Sign up to get emails 

from PHEAA and we will send 

you information about loans, 

grants, and more! 

Scan the QR to sign up!

- Or -

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MC5GR22

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MC5GR22


Questions?
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